
Dr. Martin Luther King 
Montgomery Improvement Assn., 
530 South Union Street 
Montgomery, Alabama 

Dear Dr. King: 

This is a belated “thank you note” for the pleasure of meeting you and the kind- 
ness that was so graciously shown to me during my short visit to your home in the 
presence of my good friend and fellow writer, John 0. kill en^.^ I was much inspired 
by the people I met in Montgomery, especially those associated with the M.I.A. 

Like you, I was disturbed by the content and tone of the articles about the Mont- 
gomery Bus Boycott still appearing in the Pittsburgh Courier. These articles take 
a negative approach at a time when there are so many positive things to be said. 
I expressed this opinion to the Courier Editor, P. L. Prattis, before the articles ap- 
peared, belatedly, he agreed with me. 

My articles on Famous African Chiefs are still appearing weekly in the Pittsburgh 
Courier. One day, I hope very soon, some editor will assign me to do a series of 
articles on the Montgomery Improvement Association. I promise you I will write 
the kind of articles about this great organization that you and your loyal sup- 
porters will take pride in reading. 

Sincerely yours, 
[signed] John H. Clarke 

John Henrik Clarke 

TLS. DABCC 

23 Dec 
1957 

3. Killens, a Georgia-born author, was likely in Montgomery to discuss plans for a proposed film 
on the bus boycott, for which he had been selected to write the screenplay. In June 1956 Killens sent 
King an inscribed copy of his 1954 novel Youngblood (see King to Killens, 5 July 1956, in Papers 3: 314). 

To Marie F. Rodell 

23 December 1957 
[Montgomery, Ala.] 

In a 13 December letter to King, Rodell expressed concern that no recent work had been 
forthcoming on the manuscript for his book.’ She emphasized the “importance that the 
book come out by next September, while the memory of the Montgomery protest is still 
fiesh in every one? mind, and when, with the opening of school, the whole integration 
problem will be front-page news.” 

1 .  In October King sent drafts of five chapters to Rodell and to Harper & Brothers (King to Rodell 
and King to Melvin Arnold, both dated 28 October 1957). 
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31 Dec Mrs. Marie Rodell 
1957 Marie Rodell and Joan Daves, Inc. 

Literary Agents 
15 East 48th Street 
New York 17, New York 

Dear Mrs. Rodell: 

Thank you for your very kind letter of December 13. Contents have been noted 
with care. Since I will be talking with you on the thirtieth of December I will not 
bother to give any detailed answer to the letter at this time. 

Many unexpected and unforseeable circumstances have prevented me from 
doing any real work on the book in the past month. I have just managed to get in 
a little work here and there. I do hope, however, to get back on the job in the next 
few days. 

Concerning the question of professional help, I would like to discuss that in 
much more detail before making any commitment.2 I would suggest that you 
hold off these conferences until I have a chance to talk with you. If, after our con- 
versation, I consent to the idea it will be possible for me to talk with them the fol- 
lowing week since I will have to be in New York for one or two days that week. 

Sincerely yours, 
M. L. King, Jr., 
Minister 

MLKmlb 
(Dictated by Rev. King, but signed in his absence.) 

Wishing you a very joyous Christmas and a blessed new year, I am 

TLc. MLKP-MBU: BOX 6A. 

e. In her letter Rodell suggested that King would benefit from the assistance of a professional 
writer: “It’s not surprising that it should be so-after all, your profession is that of a minister, not that 
of a writer, and it is given to very few of us to he professionally capable in many fields at once.” She 
hoped that the professional would help remind King of “incidents and human interest stories which 
could make the story warmer and more alive” (for further discussion of this issue see Levison to King, 
24January 1958, pp. 352-353 in thisvolume). 

From Ralph J. Bunche 

31 .December 1957 
New York, N.Y. 

On 19 December King invited United Nations diplomat Bunche to serve on the 
advisory committee for SCLCS voter registration drive, the Crusade for Gitizenship.’ 

1 .  Among the other civil rights, civic, and religious leaders King invited to serve on the advisory 
committee were Adam Clayton Powell, Jr., Charles Diggs, Frank Porter Graham, Benjamin Mays, and 346 
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